
Charter Schools
Alongside Swedish 'Free Schools' the proponents of Academies and school 
privatisation in Britain look to the experience of American 'Charter Schools'. 

There are currently 4,600 charter schools operating around the country. They educate 
1.4 million of the nation’s 50 million public school students. The schools are financed 
with taxpayer money but operate free of many curricular requirements and other 
regulations that apply to traditional public schools. (in the US they use the term public 
school where we talk of state schools).

The following quotes are taken from 
Rethinking Schools  www.rethinkingschools.org 
CREDO (Center for Research  on Education 
Outcomes, Stanford University) report 'Multiple 
Choice: Charter School Performance in 16 States' 
www.credo.stanford.edu

Charter Schools in Chicago
Arne Duncan is the US Secretary of Education 

appointed by Barack Obama. He has no 
experience in education but was plucked from the 
business sector to become Chicago's Chief 
Executive Officer. One of his first actions has been 
to authorise a $52 million increase in Charter 
School funding.

Under Duncan the Chicago Public School (CPS) 
set out to replace many public schools with 
'Renaissance 2010' schools, 2/3 of which are 
Charter Schools.

“When CPS closes schools and reopens them as 
Renaissance 2010 charter or contract schools,  
there is no guarantee or requirement that 
students who attended the old schools will go to 
the new ones—and many don't. For example, not 

all new schools are the same grade level as the 
old schools. There are complicated applications  
and deadlines, limits on enrollment,  
requirements of families, and informal selection 
processes that may disadvantage some students.”

“Corporate and financial interests have taken a 
direct role in setting public school policy and 
school oversight under the Renaissance plan. The 
Commercial Club of Chicago (CCC), an 
organization of the city's top corporate,  
financial, and political elites, called for a 
complete overhaul of CPS along a choice and 
market model. As a first step, it essentially  
outlined the Renaissance 2010 plan to close 
schools and create 100 charter or contract 
schools. A year later, Mayor Daley announced 
Renaissance 2010 at a Commercial Club event,  
and the CCC agreed to raise $50 million for the 
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“As lawmakers, we were told that these 
charter schools would rescue central city 
children. Instead these scams diverted 
scarce public school dollars while leaving 
almost all urban children behind."
 CJ Prentiss - Member of the Ohio General 

Assembly from 1990-2006

http://www.credo.stanford.edu/


project. The Civic Committee of the Commercial  
Club set up a new Renaissance 2010 oversight 
body, called New Schools for Chicago, comprised 
of several of the Commercial Club's corporate 
CEOs along with CPS leaders. This includes the 
chairs of McDonald's Corporation and Northern 
Trust Bank, a partner in a leading corporate law 
firm, the retired chair of the Tribune 
Corporation, and the CEO of Chicago 
Community Trust — a major corporate 
foundation. It has the power to recommend new 
school operators and evaluate the schools.”

“Schools that are 'turned around' terminate all  
adults in the building... causing severe 
dislocation and job loss in the community.  
Tenured teachers who are released are 
reassigned for 10 months as negotiated in the 
union contract. During this time, they receive 
their salary and benefits, sub some days of the 
week, and look for a position on other days. At 
the end of the 10 months if they have not found a 
position, they can be 'honorably terminated.'”

“Not only do charter schools (since 2003) need 
only 50 percent certified teachers, but their 
teachers cannot be part of the Chicago Teachers 
Union (CTU) bargaining unit of 32,000 
members.”

“As it is, charter schools pay thousands of  
dollars less, on average, for teachers with equal 
longevity, and many new schools substitute 
younger, less-expensive teachers for veteran, 
experienced union members.” (all quotes from 
Rethinking Schools)

Charter Schools Performance
Taken from 

the CREDO 
report

“The group 
portrait 
shows wide 
variation in 
performance. The study reveals that a 
decent fraction of charter schools, 17 
percent, provide superior education 
opportunities for their students. Nearly 
half of the charter schools nationwide 
have results that are no different from the 
local public school options and over a 
third, 37 percent, deliver learning results 
that are significantly worse than their 
student would have realized had they 
remained in traditional public schools.”

“Charter school students on average see a 
decrease in their academic growth in reading of 
.01 standard deviations compared to their 
traditional school peers. In math, their learning 
lags by .03 standard deviations on average.  
While the magnitude of these effects is small,  
they are both statistically significant.”

“Charter schools have different impacts on 
students based on their family backgrounds. For 
Blacks and Hispanics, their learning gains are 
significantly worse than that of their traditional 
school twins. However, charter schools are found 
to have better academic growth results for 
students in poverty.”
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“Every time CPS proposes closing a neighborhood school, Chicago parents, teachers, 
and students organize, resist, and fight hard. Across the city, for the past several 
years, at every so-called hearing CPS has organized, the community turns out to 
fight—not for school choice and Renaissance 2010 schools, but for quality schools 
with qualified, conscious, caring teachers and adequate resources, in the existing 
school buildings in their neighborhood. Chicago's experiences demonstrate that 
when people organize around their needs, victories can be won. Community 
organizations and residents, joined by progressive teacher and school reform 
groups, fought back and derailed most of the plan to close 20 of the 22 schools in the 
Mid-South.” rethinking schools

“Despite promising results in 
a number of states and within 
certain subgroups, the overall 
findings of this report indicate 
a disturbing — and far‐
reaching — subset of poorly 
performing charter schools.”


